PICTURE PUZZLE BLOCKS
I know the kids are going to have fun with this puzzle next time they visit. Can you imagine Cassandra with Brandon’s nose! Not everyone has as many grand kids as I do but you could use a group shot, add the pets or even just one child with 6 different shots.


WOOD PIECE

This set consists of nine 2.5 inch cubes made from alder which creates a 7.5 inch square when put together. The base is a piece of plywood 8 inches square with a piece of molding around the edges to form a shallow tray for the cubes. You can make your own or buy it from The Craft Store in Lethbridge Alberta: 403-328-9305.


INSTRUCTIONS (use a photo imaging program like Photoshop Elements)

1. Scan in your choice of photos and then crop them to 7.5 inches square.

2. Print the photos on regular photo copy paper – doesn’t have to be photo paper.
3. Carefully trim off all the white paper from around the image.

4. On the back of the paper, mark out 2.5 inch squares (nine of them) and then cut them out carefully.

5. Apply a generous layer of decoupage glue to each surface of the cubes and glue on your portion of each image. I did one surface of each cube at a time. When the glue was dry, I carefully sanded off any paper hanging over the edges. Repeat until you have all of the surfaces covered on each cube.

6. Apply at least 2 coats of matte varnish  and then wax them so that they don’t stick together.

7. In the bottom of the tray, I glued a collage of the images along with the kids’ names so that they could see what each one was supposed to look like. This is a bit tricky if you aren’t familiar with the program, but you could print small images, glue them on a backing paper, add the names and then glue the 8 inch square paper in the bottom of the tray.

8. I based the tray with 2 coats of Burnt Umber and then varnished and waxed it as well.

